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What am I doing here?  

Am I really called to ministry? Why me? What was God 

thinking? How can I do this? 

Such questions come to me at inconvenient times – like 

when I was preparing this sermon. I suspect they come 

even to others who have an established vocation and 

clear ministry. I am pretty sure they also come to many 

Christians who are less certain about what they might 

be called to do in God’s church – particularly when they 

hear challenging sermons about heroic prophets or read 

about the cost of discipleship.  

So it is reassuring to know that a great and faithful 

prophet such as Jeremiah felt the same. And not just 

Jeremiah. The story of his call follows a typical pattern: 

Isaiah, for example, felt deeply unworthy; Moses came 

up with a whole series of objections – why me? Who do 

I say sent me? What if it doesn’t work? I’m no good at 

this! 

And for each one the response was the same: God will 

be with them. Each will be given what they need to 

carry out God’s mission. 

Isaiah is absolved of sin and can respond to God’s call 

with the words picked up in our opening hymn: “Here 
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am I; send me!” Moses leads Israel from captivity 

towards God’s promised land.  

There is much to learn from such stories about our own 

response to God. 

So let us look more closely at this call of Jeremiah 

“Now, the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you: 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 

1.4–5) 

This starts out OK –a familiar feeling of belonging. At 

baptism we are marked as Christ’s own forever. And, 

yes, we are also exhorted to “live as a disciple of Christ” 

and “shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the 

Father”. So each time we are present for a baptism, we 

are reminded that we are disciples on a mission from 

God. Although, of course, the exhortation is pretty 

general and the focus is really on the baby at the front of 

the church, the parents and godparents (and how the 

priest is managing with the water and the baby and all). 

It can take a while on the Christian journey for the 

implications to become specific and personal. 

Some Christians have a clear sense of when and how 

they came to active discipleship; but many have a much 
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more blurred history of coming to faith. They are more 

like Dag Hammerskjold, the second Secretary General 

of the United Nations and Nobel Peace laureate, who 

said:  

“I don't know Who — or what — put the question, I 

don't know when it was put. I don't even remember 

answering. But at some moment I did answer Yes to 

Someone — or Something — and from that hour I was 

certain that existence is meaningful and that, therefore, 

my life, in self-surrender, had a goal.” 

For many members of us at St Mark’s, it is, I suspect, 

this “yes” that brings us to church each week; that leads 

us to contribute to the life of the church in worship and 

hospitality and generous support for those in need.  

But ministry? Mission? We are perhaps less sure about 

that sort of call. Yet it is people like us here today that 

the church needs to participate in God’s mission in the 

world.  

I am reminded of the story of the judge who, when 

sentencing a thief, asked why he robbed banks. The man 

looked at the judge pityingly and replied: “That’s where 

the money is!” And God’s mission is out and about in 

the everyday, not just in church. 
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Let’s go back to what God says to Jeremiah: 

“Do not say ‘I am only a boy’; 

for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you. 

Do not be afraid of them,  

for I am with you to deliver you, 

says the Lord. 

Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; 

and the Lord said to me, 

Now I have put my words in your mouth. 

See, today I appoint you over nations and over 

kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to 

overthrow, to build and to plant.” (Jeremiah 1.7–10) 

Some of that is quite reassuring, even empowering, but 

other parts are scary. I am sure we would all like to be 

able to build and to plant, but pluck up and pull down? 

Destroy and overthrow?  

This is not just Old Testament hyperbole! Jesus too is 

clear about the authority given to those who answer 

God’s call, for example in Matthew 18.18: “Truly, I tell 

you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 

in heaven.” 
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So what we do, as Christian disciples, matters. 

What more can we learn from Jeremiah? 

He lived in a time of turmoil. The northern kingdom of 

Israel had been destroyed by the Assyrians, and the 

southern kingdom of Judah had become part of the 

Babylonian empire. The civic powers were reacting in 

very human ways: rejecting God, relying on their own 

devices for rescue, exploiting the less powerful in their 

fear and uncertainty, blaming everyone but themselves. 

Not pretty, but far from unique. Depressingly familiar, 

in fact. 

Jeremiah’s job was to speak out against the social and 

moral decay of the time and predict, even enact, the 

destruction of Jerusalem by very publicly smashing an 

earthenware jar. 

Yet also, even as Nebuchadnezzar was besieging 

Jerusalem, Jeremiah was called to prophesy to the 

restoration of the city and the future of Judah, when the 

Lord directs him to buy a field in Anathoth:  

“For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 

Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought 

in the land.” (Jeremiah 32.15) 
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Jeremiah’s mission was crucial for the future of Israel as 

God’s chosen people, but I can understand the 

reluctance of people today to see this as applying to 

them. Jeremiah did not have an easy time of it, and it 

was all on such an heroic scale! 

So, how might these words speak to us today? 

In our final hymn, (Together in Song – 679) Brian Wren 

poetically and powerfully evokes parallels between our 

time and ancient Judah. For now, I want to focus briefly 

on the two aspects of Jeremiah’s task that I just 

mentioned. 

Firstly, the aftermath of a federal election is still a 

propitious time to reflect on how we, as Christians, 

engage in the social and political life of our community.  

We can continue to make an effort to be informed about 

social issues and form judgments about them using the 

values spoken by the prophets and lived out by Jesus. 

And we can be willing to stand by these judgments in 

our everyday encounters, including discussions about 

the election results and our hopes for the new 

parliament. We can speak out at, say, a dinner party 

against glib condemnation of the marginalized, even 

though it may be socially embarrassing. We can 

participate in public demonstrations such as the Walk 
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against Warming. We can refute the values of 

consumerism in the way we choose to live.  

Secondly, we can have faith in the future of our church, 

whatever the current tribulations of aging buildings or 

dwindling congregations. We can act with confidence in 

God’s power to transform communities through us. We 

can talk in the workplace or with friends about why we 

go to church. We can share our faith without needing 

immediate evangelistic success. 

All this is ministry. And it doesn’t come only from 

planning or conscious action. Indeed, there is often little 

time for planning in these sorts of opportunities. These 

sorts of actions emerge from who we are and who we 

are becoming as we participate in worship and prayer 

and reading the scriptures.  

As for Jeremiah, Isaiah, Moses – God will be with us 

and provide what is necessary for us to participate in 

God’s mission.  

In the midst of the everyday, we can be signposts to 

another order, another way of life, another kingdom.  

In all the walks of our lives we can sing God’s song. 

 


